MIDWEST HIGH SCHOOL HOCKEY LEAGUE

Warriors begin title defense

championship was a long
time coming for the Water-
loo Warriors,

Infact, it had been 19 years
since the program last won a
title, and the Warriors aren’t
quite ready to turn the page
t02009-2010.

First, there’s the busi-
ness of hanging a cham-
pionship banner at Young
Arena Friday night, where
the 2008-09 Warriors will
be recognized alongside
champions from the former
Waterloo Public and Water-
loo Columbus programs.
Former coaches Dave Swick
and Duke Dutkowski, along
with a number of ex-play-
ers, will be on hand for the
occasion.

“We want to recognize
Waterloo hockey and the
background of our high
school program and cele-
brate its continued growth,’
said Shawn Weinke, the
Warriors' current head
coach. “It'll be a lot of fun
to have all those people who
‘have meant so much to high
school hockey here”

And then, the puck will
drop on what promises to
be an intriguing new season
as the Warriors host Ames
Friday, followed by the Kan-
sas City Stars Saturday and
Sunday.

“We're excited said
Weinke, “We're still living a
little bit from last year, but
we're looking forward to
this year, too. I'm so happy
for the guys and what they
did last year, but it's time to
get after it again and try to
defend.

“As much as we've talked
about it during the summer
and enjoyed it, there's a fine
line there. It's a new year.
We're not entitled to any-
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thing. We've got to go out
and work twice as hard as
last year knowing there’s a
target on our backs.

“But we know what it
takes to be there now and
how much fun it was. Now
we know it's attainable.

Weinke's team won't
have quite the star power
it enjoyed a year ago when
it went 25-8-0-2 with Jake

(58 points) and standout
goaltender Brian Dobes (193
goals-against average, 916
save percentage).

Irey and Dobes graduat
Kuhlmann has decided to
play Midget hockey in the
Chicago area.

“That will hurt us, but it's
a good move for him)’ said
Weinke.

However, there is a solid

Powell returns from the La
Porte City Union football
playoffs, and Zach Wulf of
Cedar Rapids is a new addi-
tion who will add even more

depth.

They'll be patrolling the
ice in front of top goalie
Landon Weber, a senior who
has seen little varsity action
playing behind Dobes the
last couple of seasons.

“He hasn't played a ton,
but when he has played he's
been successful, said Wein-
ke. “We expect him to make
thefirst save and our defense
to clear out those rebounds
andlimit second chances.”

As for the MHSHL, there's
a new entry this season in

ited.  SiouxFalls(S.D.). Theleague

is divided into two seven-
team divisions, and each
team plays a 32-game league
schedule. The top eight
teams overall earn berths in
the MHSHL tournament in
Ames Feb, 26-28.




